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fter a successful 26th Annual Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center Conjunto
Festival in the city of Los Fresnos, Texas, we welcome you to our 27th Annual
Conjunto Festival. The 27th is just as important as the first festival because through
a lot of hard work and dedication we have been able to sustain an event that is only
one of two Conjunto Festivals in the nation. The
other Conjunto Festival is the Guadalupe Cultural
Arts Festival in San Antonio who in May 2019,
celebrated their 38th Annual Festival.
Sustainability of our organization and our cultural
programming has its difficulties but what makes
our work important is the fact that The NMCAC
cultural programming and Conjunto Music have
a solid foundation and its roots run deep in “la
tierra de la Frontera.”
We closed December 2018, with an excellent
presentation by Juan and Armando Tejeda and
their CD Raices XicanX. We have been busy in
2019 with our 3rd Thursday Conjunto Nights in
Rogelio T. Núñez
the Historic La Villita Dance Hall in San Benito,
Director
Texas. Frutty Villareal and I teamed up with BC
Workshop and other organizations to produce a CD Sonido Del Agua which are
corridos from the victims of flooding of two colonias in Hidalgo, Texas. In February
2019, the NMCAC presented Viet Nam veterans Beto Conde, Memories in Green and
Al Garcia, Where the Mesquite Tree Grows who presented stories from their books.
The Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center was invited this summer to participate
in a two day screening of Chulas Fronteras (1976) which has now been remastered
and showing throughout the U.S. Chulas Fronteras is one the best documentaries
of Conjunto Music on “both” sides of the U.S.-Mexico border. We partnered with
Cine El Rey in McAllen, Texas and after each screening we featured live Conjunto
Music with Epi Martinez and Friends and Ramiro Cavazos of Los Donnenos. The
work of Epi is based on the roots music of his parents, Epifanio and Cruz Martinez
who were a prominent Conjunto in the Rio Grande Valley. More specifically, Epi is
from the Delta Area (Edcouch-Elsa) which in itself is a cradle for Conjunto Music
with musicians like the late Benny Layton, Ruben De La Cruz, Los Badd Boys, Los
Delta Boys, and many others.
The second night of the screening of Chulas Fronteras featured the music of Don
Ramiro Cavazos accompanied by his grandson Allan Cavazos. Ramiro, who at 92
years of age, is fortunate to belong to two important cradles of music, first he was
born in Garza Ayala, Ayala Nuevo Leon not far from General Teran, Nuevo Leon
home of the famous Los Alegres De Teran who through their music and others
form a critical part of another major “cradle” of Conjunto Norteno and he settled
in Donna, Texas, to form Los Donnenos in the musical cradle of Conjunto music
in the Rio Grande Valley.
As you read about the immigration crisis on the border, when we look at Conjunto
Music we must remember that Conjunto greats like Narciso Martinez, Pedro Ayala,
Ramiro Cavazos and Mario Montez of Los Donnenos were immigrants who came
to the U.S. in the early 20th century. Just think if the families of these musicians
had not migrated to the U.S., what would have been the history of Conjunto music
on the U.S side of the border.
The Narciso Martinez Cultural extends a heartfelt thank you to the City of Los
Fresnos, The Community Development Corporation, and the Chamber of Commerce
for supporting our Conjunto Festival. We also are grateful to our loyal fan base who
have supported the work of the Center since its inception on October 29, 1991.
Sincerely,
Rogelio T. Núñez
Director
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(Special Thank You to H.E.B. Harlingen-Commerce for their donation.)

Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Festival Fundraiser only for 3 days!

We are raﬄing ten items, which include two Hohner accordions and a Dillard’s product basket!
Get your tickets now! Ask our volunteers at the gate. You do not need to be present to win.
Drawing will be held Sunday, October 20th. Tickets only $5.00! Thank You to all our Sponsors!

Tickets for $5 for a
chance to win one of
two Hohner Accordions.
You do not have to be
present to win.

Purchase $5
tickets for
a chance to
win a
Dillard’s
product gift
basket.
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T

Polo Narvaez
City of Los Fresnos
Mayor

CITY COUNCIL’S
WELCOME

T

he Los Fresnos City Council would

like to welcome fans to the 27th Annual
Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival and
the first of many to be held in Los Fresnos.
Congratulations to the festival for 27
years of hard work providing conjunto
music to this area. If this is your first time
to attend the festival, you are in for a treat.
This festival is one of two festivals in the
nation solely focused on conjunto music, a

he Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts
Center is an organization dedicated to the
preservation, promotion and development of
the rich and cultural heritage of the Mexican
American community which includes visual
arts, music, theater, dance and literary works.
Narciso Martinez was born on October 29,
1911 in Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico and
lived most of his life in La Paloma, Texas,
passing away on June 5, 1992. The Narciso
Martinez Cultural Arts Center was named
in his honor as the result of his philosophy
of being a proud man of Mexican ancestry
and working class origins; a man of the
people who over the years gave of himself and his musical talents so that others
could enjoy his contributions; a man who was willing to share his rich musical
and Texas-Mexican border experience.
The work of the Center includes monthly guest speakers, lectures, art performances,
accordion lessons, art exhibits, 3rd Thursday Conjunto Nights at the Historic La
Villita Dance Hall and our biggest program the 3-day Conjunto Festival in October
featuring 15 conjuntos.

musical genre pioneered by The Father of
Conjunto Music, Narciso Martinez from
La Paloma, Texas just a few miles from Los
Fresnos. There will be 3 days featuring 15 of
the best conjunto bands in the state of Texas.
During your visit to our great City, we
hope you can stay the night, visit some
of our businesses and restaurants in Los
Fresnos.
Again, welcome to the City of Los
Fresnos and hope to see all of you again next
year for the 28th Annual Narciso Martinez
Conjunto Festival as we work to make this
an annual event for Los Fresnos.
Now sit back and enjoy the music.
Narciso Martinez, El Huracan de Valle, and his conjunto group performing at
the 1986 Festival of American Folklife Smithsonian Institution & National Park
Service in Washington, D.C. Each member received an oﬃcial recognition and
appreciation for their exceptional contributions to conjunto music.
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27th Annual

Conjunto Festival 2019
Memorial Park | 900 N. Arroyo Blvd. | Los Fresnos, Texas

FRIDAY: OCTOBER 18 - Gates Open at 5 P.M.
6:00 p.m.
Juan Lugo y Su Conjunto
7:00 p.m.
Los Morales Boyz
8:00 p.m.
Konjunto Kompas
9:00 p.m.
Tejano Boys
SATURDAY:
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m.

OCTOBER 19 - Gates Open at 4 P.M.
Los Fresnos Conjunto Halcon
Conjunto Aztlan
David Flores y Los Tremendos Alacranes
Ricardo Guzman y Sus Tres Aces
Lazaro Perez y Su Conjunto
Los Fantasmas Del Valle

SUNDAY: OCTOBER 20 - Gates Open at 3 P.M.
4:00 p.m.
Grupo Inevitable
5:00 p.m.
Linda Escobar y Su Conjunto
6:00 p.m.
Frutty Villarreal y Los Mavericks
7:00 p.m.
Edgar Vasquez y Sus Muchachos
8:00 p.m.
Ruben Vela Jr. y Los Muchachos
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VISIT US ONLINE
City of Los Fresnos
www.cityoflosfresnos.com
200 North Brazil
Los Fresnos, TX 78566
(956) 233-5768

Welcome Conjunto Fans to
the City of Los Fresnos, Texas!

I

t was in 1915 that the first settlers
established our family-friendly suburban
community. Since then we have retained
a vibrant small community quality of life.
Our Los Fresnos CISD is recognized as
a regional leader in academics and offers
competitive athletic and extra-curricular
activities. Our City Council is dedicated
to enhancing quality of life and business
efforts. We have a professional and strong
Police Department, Fire Department,
and EMS. We also have strong existing
partnerships with workforce development
organizations and higher education.
Due to bird migrations, Los Fresnos is
rapidly becoming an important birding
destination. We are “on the move” growing
fast and offering competitive land values
and low property taxes. Los Fresnos
offers an annual PRCA Rodeo, Smokin’
Hwy. 100 Cook-off & Festival, a monthly
Artisan Market, three seasonal festivals
for our kids, concerts and much more!
League baseball and soccer as well as Boys
& Girls Club activities including tutoring,
volleyball, flag football, basketball, to name
a few are important in Los Fresnos.
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The Los Fresnos Chamber of Commerce is organized to promote and assist businesses in
our market area. We are committed to seek and implement all possible ways to promote,
announce, and advertise your business.
The Chamber also promotes social and cultural events to enhance the welfare and
prosperity of our community.
203 North Arroyo Boulevard, Suite A
Los Fresnos, Texas 78566 (956) 233-4488
http://www.losfresnoschamber.com
Email: ofﬁce@losfresnoschamber.com

Email blasts, Facebook and Website posts are a source of business networking and
inform the community of forthcoming events and activities.
For more information regarding any function or event, please contact the Chamber
office at (956) 233-4488 or office@losfresnoschamber.com

Schedule of Events
Conjunto Festival ............................................................
Halloween Festival ..........................................................
Christmas Parade & Festival .........................................
Los Fresnos Rodeo ..........................................................

October 18, 19 & 20, 2019
November 1, 2019
December 7, 2019
February 14, 15 & 16, 2020

Meet the Conjunto Festival Committee

Top Row (L-R): Juan Lugo, Dr. Ramon De Leon, Rogelio T. Núñez, Basilio “Chilo” Garcia
Bottom Row (L-R): Yolanda Lopez, Blanca Davis, Soledad Núñez, Cosme Serda
27th Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival | 2019
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Juan Lugo y Su
Conjunto
Juan Lugo is an accordion

instructor at the Narciso
Martinez Cultural Arts Center.
He is a native of Sinaloa, Mexico.
Mr. Lugo moved to the United
States in the 1970’s and toured
the entire Southwest region. He
began his musical career at the
age of 13 with his family’s group
“Los Lobos del Norte.” Versatile
with instruments and styles, Mr.
Lugo plays the accordion, guitar
and bajo sexto. He is known
for his teaching ability and his
ease in performing all styles
of regional Mexican music,
including Conjunto, Tejano, and
Norteño. Mr. Lugo has resided
in the Rio Grande Valley and
has taught accordion lessons at
NMCAC for sixteen years.

10
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Los Morales Boyz
Breaking onto the conjunto scene in 2012, this group

is comprised of three brothers and a cousin. Lead singer
and accordionist Nachito Morales recently graduated
from the prestigious Booker T. Washington School
for the Performing Arts and won Texas Folklife’s Big
Squeeze state-wide youth accordion contest in 2011.
Younger brother Rudy (16) plays bajo sexto, while 12
year-old brother Cheque plays drums and cousin Mario
Morales (17) plays electric bass. The Boyz recently won
the Young Conjunto of the Year Award at the South Texas
Conjunto Association Awards. They released their first
CD “Conjunto Nunca Muere” in 2013. In 2019, Los
Morales Boyz have recorded two YouTube videos, “La
Ronera” (made popular by Roberto Pulido y Los Clasicos)
and “Por Ser Tan Pobre”.
Their new live single is titled “Tiempo al Tiempo.”
Also you can find their music on YouTube. Check out
their latest videos.
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Konjunto Kompas
Konjunto Kompas is one of the most prominent conjuntos in

the Rio Grande Valley. The accordionist is Rene Treviño is the son
of Ole Treviño y Los Impossibles. Ole is also the accordionist for
the legendary Fantasmas Del Valle.

27th Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival | 2019
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Tejano Boys
Tejano Boys are specialists in their

namesake’s genre. Their energetic live shows
and relentless touring won them a devoted
following throughout Mexico and the United
States. The group consists of lead vocalist and
bajo sexto Oscar Anzaldua, accordionist and
vocals Ricky Garza, drummer Eric Garza, and
Steve Muniz on bass. Tejano Boys discography
started off with “Nunca Te Olvidare” back in
2001. Their 2002 album, “No Seas Mala”, was
nominated for Best Conjunto Album of the
Year at the 2003 Tejano Awards. In 2003, they
released “Hermosisima Mujer”. Their followup, “No Me Se Rajar”, was released in May of
2005. In 2009, Tejano Boys then created their
own record label, The Young Guns Music,
where they released “Mejor Que Nunca”. This
album was later nominated for Progressive
Conjunto Album of the Year at Premios A
La Musica Latina. Now, under “FREDDIE
RECORDS”, Tejano Boys created the album
“Es Todo Tuyo”. With the help of Freddie
Martinez, Jesse Turner, and the rest of the FREDDIE RECORDS family,
this album was made possible. We would like to thank all our FANS for
their love and support of our music. We greatly appreciate it. THANK

14
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YOU from the bottom of our hearts. For booking information, CD sales
and merchandise, send us at message at Tejanoboys@gmail.com.

Los Fresnos High School/Conjunto Halcón

Los Fresnos High School’s Conjunto Halcón was founded by Juan

are encouraged to embrace their cultural heritage and traditions through

Longoria, Jr. and former LFHS Principal Ronnie Rodriguez in 2012

music and are often encouraged to learn multiple musical instruments.

at Los Fresnos High School in Los Fresnos, Texas. In the years since,

Along with learning how to play musical instruments, students are taught

Conjunto Halcón has grown to become one of the largest and most

various skills that prepare them for professional settings including: public

acclaimed Conjunto programs in the state of Texas. Conjunto Halcón

speaking, stage presence, showmanship, sportsmanship, respect, goal

has performed at various showcase events throughout Texas and has

setting, comradery, and teamwork.

been recognized by various organizations including Texas Folklife, the

In May 2017, the Texas Senate in Senate Resolution No. 670

South Texas Conjunto Association, the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center

recognized Conjunto Halcón and its director Juan Longoria, Jr. for

and the Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival for its success.

keeping cultural traditions like Conjunto music alive in Texas. Conjunto

This program was designed to provide an opportunity for students

Halcón also competed successfully at a Texas-wide high school conjunto

of diverse backgrounds to learn Conjunto music. This genre of music

competition held in April 2018 by “La Cultura Vive en Brownsville,”

is traditionally passed down through generations of family members,

receiving 1st place awards in the following categories: beginner,

however through this program, it is offered to students for fine arts credits

intermediate, and varsity. They were also awarded 4 of the 5 individual

at Los Fresnos High School. Through the Conjunto program, students

musicianship awards.

Supporting the 27th Annual Conjunto Festival!
27th Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival | 2019
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Conjunto Aztlan
C

onjunto, Spanish for ensemble or group, refers to a specific
Tejano musical group whose principal instruments are the button
accordion and 12 string bajo sexto guitar. Aztlan, translated from
Nahuatl, the language of the Aztecs, means “the place of whiteness,”
or “the dawn,” and according to the Codex Boturini, it is the original
Aztec homeland. It was from Aztlan, somewhere in the Southwestern
United States, that the Azteka-Mexica set out, in the year one flint
(1064 A.D.) on a sacred journey that lasted about three hundred years
and culminated in the founding of Mexico-Tenochtitlan (now Mexico
City). The Chicano Movement, in an expression of self-determination
and reaffirmation of
a heritage culturally
and spiritually linked
to this land and the
original/native people
of this continent,
embraced the concept
of Aztlan as the
Chicano homeland.
Conjunto Aztlan
was born out of the
Xicano Movement in
Austin, Texas, in the
mid-1970s. Most of
the original members
were students at the
University of Texas
at the time when the
Chicano Cultural
Renaissance was in
full bloom. In many
respects, the Conjunto
Aztlan is a traditional
Tejano Conjunto band
that uses the button
accordion and bajo sexto as their principal instruments, and plays
typical Conjunto music (polkas, valses, cumbias, boleros, canciones
rancheras). On the other hand, the Conjunto Aztlan is far from
typical and their repertoire can shift from cantos indígenas with
drum and flute, to salsa, to blues, rhythm-n-blues, Zydeco, reggae,
and Latin jazz. They combine traditional popular songs with original
songs, and songs of the Chicano Movement that deal with political,
cultural and social justice issues that affect our Raza.
Their debut, self-titled CD, “Conjunto Aztlan” (1998), is a concept
CD that features pura música y poesía del Movimiento Chicano.
Their second CD, From Aztlan With Love (2005), is also a concept
CD that includes thirteen original love songs written by José Flores
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Peregrino and Juan Tejeda. One of their songs, “Yo Soy tu Hermano,
Yo Soy Chicano,” from their first CD, was included in a compilation
CD produced by the Smithsonian Institution entitled Rolas de Aztlan/
Songs of the Chicano Movement, and in 2006 they performed at the
CD Release Party at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington D.C.
In 2007 they performed at the University of California Riverside’s
Radio Aztlan Festival where they received a Lifetime Achievement
Award for over 30 years of performing and promoting Chicano music.
For more than forty years, the Conjunto Aztlan has performed
at such diverse places as a Brown Beret political rally in East Austin,

a gathering of East Coast Chicano law students at Harvard, the
Tejano Conjunto Festival in San Antonio and the International
Accordion Festival, a backyard barrio fundraiser, and the Nuits
Atypiques Festival in Langon, France. They continue to perform at
select festivals and at political, cultural, and educational events and
institutions throughout Texas and the U.S.
Current Conjunto Aztlan members are: Juan Tejeda (button
accordion, vocals), José Flores Peregrino (bajo sexto, vocals),
Clemencia Zapata (drums, vocals), Eric Flores (bass, vocals), and
Sunny Lerma (hand percussion, vocals). More information, and to
listen to some of Conjunto Aztlan’s music at juantejeda.net.

27th Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival | 2019

19

20

27th Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival | 2019

27th Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival | 2019

21

David Flores y Los Tremendos
Alacranes
David and Jerry Flores are the nephews of the late great Angel

Flores y Los Alacranes and known for “El Firi Firi”. They first played
with Angel until his death in 2012. When they graduated from high
school, they formed
Los Tremendos Cinco
and recorded five CDs.
They later changed the
name to Los Tremendos
Alacranes.

Conjunto Festival 1998 /
CD released 1999 / 20th
Anniversary

R

Ricardo Guzman y Sus Tres Aces

icardo Guzman Y Sus Tres Aces is a well-known Conjunto
from the Rio Grande Valley. Ricardo Guzman JR, which is one of the
founders of the group, was born to music. He followed his father’s
footsteps. His father, Ricardo Guzman SR, a pioneer in the Conjunto
industry, was the lead vocalist and accordion player. Ricardo Guzman
JR was born in July 17, 1960 in
the city of Edinburg, Texas. He
started his career playing with his
father’s band, Ricardo Guzman Y
Sus Tres Aces, first on drums and
years later the bass and finalizing
on the bajo sexto. In September
19, 1985 Ricardo had his first boy
and named him Ricardo Guzman
III, who also followed his own
grandfather and father’s footsteps.
Ricky Guzman III started playing
the drums professionally in the
late 90’s, at only 8 years old with
his grandfather’s Conjunto.
Three generations in one band.
Then on forward, he began
his rising career as a full time
musician with Tejano artists
such as Jennifer Pena Y Los
Jetz, Grupo Palomo, and Bobby
Pulido. In 2005, both Ricardo’s
and Ricky’s mentor passes on to another life leaving them no choice
but to keep the Conjunto going as Ricardo Guzman JR Y Sus Tres
Aces. With Ricardo Guzman JR on Bajo Sexto and First Vocal, Ricky
Guzman III on Accordion and Second Vocal, Sergio “Checo” Gonzalez
on Bass, and Juan Telles on Drums performing their Conjunto music
all over the United States and certain parts of Mexico. They have made a
huge impact in the industry of Conjunto music with heart and passion.
They have accomplished a total of three productions with Discos
Rodej and one production with Hacienda Records, the first CD was

22
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a Tribute to Ricardo Guzman SR entitled “Lets Just Keep It Conjunto”
with Discos Rodej, the second CD entitled “Eslabon Por Eslabon”
also with Discos Rodej was released and made the airwaves in certain
cities in Mexico and of course the United States. The third production
was produced by Hacienda Records along with the Legendary Mr.
Boni Mauricio entitled “Esto Es
Conjunto” which gave Ricardo
Guzman JR more of a boost for
the Conjunto industry. Their last
CD entitled “Back To The Valley”
with Discos Rodej was able to
showcase in Las Vegas, Nevada
on Boni’s Cafe stage at the 2013
Tejano Convention, hoping they
could bring out their Conjunto
music to the new generation of
Tejanos and making it a lot bigger
than what it was and was fully
accomplished. A tragic loss for
the Guzman family occurred in
January 2019 when the conjunto’s
lead vocalist and bajo player
Ricardo Guzman JR passes away
at age 58. This was a terrible loss
for the Conjunto industry since
Ricardo was adored by many
and loved by everyone that knew
him. After a couple of months of his passing, his son Ricky Guzman
III accordion player for the Conjunto decided to carry on with his
grandfather and father’s legacy by continuing the Conjunto as Ricardo
Guzman Y Sus Tres Aces, just like the beginning, and is now working
on the Conjunto’s 5th CD that should be released in the beginning of
2020. It has been a very long ride for the Conjunto but Ricardo Guzman
Y Sus Tres Aces will still strive to continue the legacy of the Guzman
family and keep Conjunto music alive for many more years to come.

27th Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival | 2019
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Los Fantasmas Del Valle
Los Fantasmas del Valle

together and getting it right.

formed in 1968 in Mercedes,

In the early 1950’s Hector

Texas by Hector Barron.

Barron’s family moved to

Inspired by the lyrics of their

Mercedes where he would

first recorded song in 1968,

team up with Julian Figueroa

“Mis Pasos Andaran,” and

and Mercedes musician

recorded at Gilberto Perez’s

Gilberto Rodriguez to form

Nuevo Records, Alejandro

their conjunto. In later years

Perez, Gilberto’s brother

health issues created the

suggested the name Los

exit of Gilberto Rodriguez,

Fantasmas. They have made

Mike Gonzalez, and Julian

more than 60 recordings in

Figueroa. Bobby Salinas filled

their 46 years together. This

Julian’s shoes on bajo sexto,

five-piece band has steady

Benito Fonseca on bass guitar,

driving rhythms and vocal

Martin Cortez on drums and

harmonies that make all who

Ole Treviño on accordion.

hear them want to dance. Their

Hector manages the band

rendition of old folk songs interpreted in their unique style truly

and continues with his singing duties. Los Fantasmas del Valle

makes these songs their own. The interplay of voices and the tightness

undoubtedly are one of the major conjuntos bringing the sound of

of the music is something that can only come from years of working

El Valle for conjunto fans throughout Texas.
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Groupo Inevitable
I

t seems like it was such a long time ago when Josue Garcia, a La Feria,
Texas native was a finalist in the Texas Folklife Resources Big Squeeze Contest
in Austin. It was April 2015 and Josue was one of two finalists from the Rio
Grande Valley who competed statewide. While he did not come home a

26
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winner, in his own right he is a winner. Four years later Josue and his Grupo
Inevitable have been playing the conjunto circuit. In 2016 they performed at
the 25th Annual Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center Conjunto Festival
in San Benito, Texas. In 2017 they performed at the 37th Annual Guadalupe
Cultural Arts Center Conjunto Festival in
San Antonio, Texas. In May of 2019 they
performed at the Edinburg Music Festival.
After learning to play piano and guitar,
Josue began playing accordion. A 2018
graduate of La Feria High School, Josue was
known to perform “Las Nubes” with the La
Feria High School Band during start of the
4th quarter at the football games. Josue has
refined his accordion playing by working
with veteran accordion players Joe Sanchez,
Jose Luis Chavez, and Juan Antonio Tapia.
Working with these veterans has grounded
Josue in the tradition of Conjunto Music
and his passion for the music will make
him and Grupo Inevitable the leaders in
the continuation of this genre of music.

LFHS Conjunto program builds atop past success

Like many sports programs, anytime
a team loses the bulk of its squad to
graduation, the team must rebuild for
the new year.

In the case of Conjunto Halcón,
founder/director Juan Longoria prefers
to reload instead of rebuild for 2019-20.
There were many great achievements
in 2018-19. As a program, the three
Conjunto groups performed in various
state-wide festivities and competitions
for high school conjunto programs.
Aside from performing in the 26th
Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto
Festival in Los Fresnos in 2018, the
groups then performed at the the Los
Fresnos Rodeo, Sombrero Festival
during Charro Days in Brownsville, the
San Antonio Tejano Conjunto Festival
and many other community events
throughout the school year.
Los Fresnos High School recognized

as the “Role Model of High School
Conjunto Music” by Juan Tejada, the
founder of the San Antonio Tejano
Conjunto Festival, in the 2019 high
school conjunto competiton.

“We have been fortunate enough to
have had master workshop classes
with grammy-nominated and awardwinning musicians such as Jaime y Los
Chamacos, the Alex Miexner Band and
Don Juan Villarreal y Los Chacorros,”
Conjunto Halcón director Juan
Longoria said.
The varsity group members were
interviewed by Texas Monthly
magazine and also appeared on the
YouTube show “Jueves con Cadena”
in a professional live studio recording
and workshop in Houston viewed by
thousands.
The greatest highlight of the year for
our program was the continued success
at the state-wide conjunto competition

Los

held by La
Cultura Vive.
LFHS was
awarded a
first place
award for
the Junior
Varsity Level,
a first place
award for
the Beginner Level, and an “Excellent
Rating Award” for the Varsity Level.
Students who were individually
recognized in several categories were:
• 1st Place Vocals: Evelyn Reyes
and Natalie Moctezuma
• 1st Place Bajo Quinto: Juan
Longoria III
• 1st Place Accordionist: Alejandro
Duron
• 1st Place Drummer: Ashley
Muñoz

Los Fresnos High School Conjunto Halcón
Named “Role Model of High School Conjunto Music” in Texas

Performance at 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 19
“What We Do Here
Shapes the World”
27th Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival | 2019

27

Linda Escobar y Su Conjunto
I

n the late 1960’s, Linda Escobar was a child singer with a gold
record, “Frijolitos Pintos”. Linda now stands before a 55 year career
and has been inducted into five Hall of Fames: Tejano R.O.O.T.S.
Music Hall of Fame in Alice, Texas; the Texas Conjunto Music Hall
of Fame in San Benito, Texas,
the Narciso Martinez Hall of
Fame in San Antonio, the South
Texas Music Hall of Fame and
the South Texas Walk of Fame
in Corpus Christi, Texas. Linda
will be receiving the “Lifetime
Achievement Award” from
the Texas Talent Musicians
Association at the TTMA’s on
Nov. 16th, 2019. Linda Escobar
is one of the last original
“reinas” (queens) of Tex-Mex
music still alive and performing
today.
Natives of Alice, Texas,
Linda and her father, the
legendary Conjunto Pioneer:
Eligio Escobar, were a father
and daughter team that toured
nationwide with a caravan of
stars that included: Lucha Villa, Jose Alfredo Jimenez, Cantinflas, Los
Relampagos, Tony De La Rosa, Conjunto Bernal, Freddie Fender and
many more.
A graduate of Incarnate Word Academy, Linda decided to continue
her career by forming her own band ZAMEN as well as doing some
guest spots with bands like Freddie Martinez, Tony De La Rosa, Gilberto
Perez, Flaco Jimenez, Mingo Saldivar, and Los Dos Gilbertos. In 1987,
Linda won Female Vocalist of the Year at the West Texas Music Awards
in Lubbock, Texas.
The death of her father in 1994 dealt a cruel blow, which forced Linda
to question her life in conjunto music, but she felt a tender obligation
to continue with the Escobar legacy. Her quest became fulfilled when
she met and started performing with Japanese accordionist Kenji “El
Gato” Katsube and his Conjunto J. Quite a couple on stage, they formed
an eclectic blend of Asian/Tex-Mex music that Linda called “rice and
beans”. In 2001, Linda toured Japan and was awarded Female Vocalist
of the Year at the South Texas Conjunto Association (STCA) Music
Awards in 2001, 2003 and in 2018.
In May 2003, Linda suffered more heartbreak when her music
partner, Kenji “El Gato” Katsube died of cancer. She released a CD
dedicated to Kenji entitled “Llorando En Silencio” where she features
her own composition “El Corrido de Kenji” in his honor. In this same
CD, Linda was awarded the Number One song of the Top 100 songs in
2005, by KEDA radio station in San Antonio. The name of this song
is “Lonely Letters”.
In memory of her father and all Veterans, Linda founded El Veterano
Conjunto Festival. The November festival, now in it’s 20th year of
existence, benefits the Eligio Escobar Scholarship Fund, established to
help young children with musical talent in Conjunto music continue
their education. So far, Linda has awarded 65 scholarships!
Linda has recorded eight other CD’s with her own conjunto, under
her own label, Escobar Records. These CD’s are entitled “Dejenme
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Vivir Mi Vida”, “Conjunto Dream”, “Mi Cantina”, “Con Sentimiento
y Corazon”, “25 Greatest Hits’, “50th Anniversary” and “Vi Una Nube”.
Linda released two CDs entitled “La Diva de Conjunto” in 2009, and
“Leona Enjaulada” under the direction of Chente Barrera & Gilbert
Velasquez. Linda’s latest CD was released in June 2019
and is titled “La Revancha” which she dedicated to her
three children. This CD is a Tejano Edition CD where
she shows her versatility by singing in Tejano music style
instead of Conjunto.
Linda was awarded the Key to the City of Alice and
awarded “Best Female Vocalist Performance” by KUKA
Radio Station and also “Female Vocalist of the Year” award
by KOPY Radio Station in Alice, Texas. In 2014, the mayor
of Corpus Christi made a Proclamation that August 6,
2014 be recognized as “Linda Escobar Day”.
In July 2006, Linda represented the Conjunto Tejano
genre, together with Mingo Saldivar, at the 3rd Annual
Tejano Music Convention at the Hilton Hotel in Las
Vegas, performing for a crowd of 5,300! In January 2007,
Linda was appointed as a member of the Tejano Roots
Organization Board of Directors. On July 13, 2014, Linda
was awarded the “Lifetime Achievement Award” at the
South Texas Conjunto Music Awards.
Linda’s mission in life is to promote and preserve her
roots music, which is Conjunto Tejano or Tex-Mex music,
while holding down a full-time job with a State of Texas agency in
Corpus Christi, Texas, where she currently resides.
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Frutty Villarreal y Los Mavericks
F

rutoso Villarreal was born on January 15, 1972 on the border
community of Santa Maria. He finished high school in Progreso,
Texas and attended UT Pan American in Edinburg, TX. At age 20
he was one of the youngest school board members in Texas when
he was elected to the Santa Maria ISD school board.
At the young age of 12, he learned to play the accordion. For
a moment he played
with Los Rieles of San
Benito, Texas, when
Martin Zapata was their
accordionist. “I was still
building on my repertoire
and Gilberto Rodriguez
y Los Originales from
Mercedes needed a young
accordionist after his son
no longer was in the band.
I played with Gilberto
from 1987 through 1989”.
It was Ruben Vela
who helped him develop
his repertoire by teaching
him polkas. “I started
Frutoso Villarreal y Su
Conjunto in 1992. I
had already done some
recordings in 1990 with
Ramiro Cavazos of Los
Donneños under the RyN
Label”. It was Cavazos
who recommended he
record only instrumental
albums, “he would tell me
record polkas Tejanas”. He
also opened up the doors
to TV programs like Aquí Rogelio….Rogelio Botello Rios on KGBT
Channel 4.
The Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center in San Benito was
celebrating the anniversary of the Center, and I had been invited to
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participate. Cande Aguilar, accordionist, and Ramiro Cavazos of Los
Donneños were also part of the program that evening. I had finished
the evening with a potpourri of Las Leyendas, which credits the early
pioneers of Conjunto Music. Ramiro liked the potpourri and asked
me to record it with his RyN Label. I had done research on Conjunto
Music by reading Manuel Pena’s book, The Texas Mexican Conjunto:
The History of a Working
Class People (1985, U.T.
Press). Frutoso personally
interviewed some of
the pioneers and to his
surprise, “Homenaje a
Las Leyendas” potpourri
was a hit and very well
received. He decided to
record “Homenaje a Las
Leyendas II” to include
some of those he had left
out.
Frutty recorded “15
Para Bailar,” “Conjunto
No Morira”, “Homenaje
a Ruben Vela” and others
to total 10 CDs. Frutty
credits Ruben Vela as the
Conjunto musician that
influenced him the most.
On Ruben’s passing in
2010, he recalled Vela
“more than just a great
musician”. Frutty will
always remember Vela as
a loving father, a strong
family man, and a trusted
friend. For me he was a
mentor and a teacher, a father figure, and a friend. Most recently
Frutty worked with The Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center, BC
Workshop on a CD of corridos with 2 colonias in Hidalgo County
that were victims of flooding.
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Lazaro Perez y Su Conjunto
Lazaro Perez y Su Conjunto started off in the year of 2007. Lazaro,

a recent high school graduate then, started the band in September. The
band formed to record their first CD entitled “The Next Big Thing”
under Canasta Records and have come to be one of the strongest
names in the conjunto genre today. After their first CD, “Oye Nomas”
was released again under Canasta Records with a song included in
the CD called “Parejos y No Hay Fijon” being a smash hit across
Texas and Mexico. This really opened the doors for Lazaro Perez Y
Su Conjunto aka “LPYSC” all across the state. As the band continues
to perform every weekend, the band has become an established name
in the conjunto scene of Texas and everywhere else. Now with their
third CD out entitled “Capitulo III”, they have put out nothing but
great conjunto music. More hits like “Mi Obsession”, “Olvidamos”,
“La Ordinaria” are just a few to name that have really brightened this
group more than they already have been. Performing from stage to
stage every weekend, this band continues to work hard and cherish
the people with their music. The sydiosincracy of the band make them
who they are and provides their distinct sound to all conjunto lovers.
Lazaro says “the sky is the limit and we will continue to work hard
doing what we love as long as the fans continue to inspire us to do so.”
27th Annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival | 2019
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Edgar Vasquez y Sus Muchachos
Edgar is from Laredo, Texas and has been in the conjunto

scene for over 40 years beginning in 1972. El Boss has played in
weddings, quinceneras, concerts, dances and funerals. He has just
recently finished recording a new CD. Edgar thanks all the DJs,
radio promoters, internet radio for supporting his music and for
the good Lord for giving him life to do all this work. Que Diosito
me los bendiga y que viva la musica de conjunto! Un fuerte abrazo
de parte de Edgar Vasquez y Sus Muchachos.

On October 29, 1911, Narciso Martinez a/k/a El Huracan
del Valle was born in Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico. He
passed away on June 5, 1992, in San Benito, Texas.

R

Ruben Vela Jr. y Los Muchachos

uben Vela Jr. a/k/a “Rabbit” is the drummer and founder of the
conjunto group, Ruben Vela, Jr., y Los Muchachos. He is the oldest
son of the “late” conjunto legend “El Chaparrito de Oro” Ruben Vela,
Sr., and his wife, Amalia Vela. Rabbit was born in Harlingen and lived
most of his life in Santa Rosa, Texas. As a kid growing up in Santa
Rosa, Rabbit literally followed his dad’s footsteps after school and
on weekends. On numerous occasions, he was fortunate to have the
opportunity to join his father at many of his performances throughout
the state of Texas and other parts of the United States. Those were
very happy moments
for Rabbit, hanging
around with his father.
As a child/teenager, he
remembers the dance
halls were always full,
people dancing and
enjoying the music.
Rabbit recalls a trip
with his dad in the
summer of 1982, as
a “punishment,” his
mother flew him to
California to join
Ruben Vela, Sr. on a
tour. Little did mom know that little Rabbit would love it! He took
it as “vacation” rather than a “punishment”.
During Rabbit’s early years, he began working as a full-time truck
driver. However, having been exposed to his father’s music career at a
very young age, Rabbit quickly learned the ends and outs of the music
industry, that included running the sound system for his dad. He
also knew, after hearing so many polkas, rancheras, and cumbias, that
he had a knack for the “musical beat” of the “drums”. He continued
working with his father countless hours. His dedication to his music
was evident and soon enough Rabbit became his father’s “roadie.”
Eventually, not only did he learn to play the drums, forming a new
dimension to the band, his father also promoted him to Band Manager.
The first CD Rabbit recorded with his father was “Mira Amigo”
with Joey Records. They traveled all around the United States and

recorded many more CD’s together. In 1995, Ruben Vela, Sr. decided
to record his first cumbia with Hacienda Records, “COCO RAYADO.”
To complete (and record) the CD, Rabbit was asked to “fill in” on the
drums. The song quickly became a hit, attracting fans all around
the United States and beyond. It became an international success!
Surprisingly, to Rabbit, considering he did not like that song
because of the lyrics, “El Conejo El Tamborero” … the song mentions
him, “Rabbit the Drummer.” Rabbit, was happiest and proud that his
father literally had a “comeback” at the age of 58. The last CD Ruben
Vela, Jr. was fortunate
to record together with
Ruben Vela, Sr., was
in 2010, “Mis Ultimas
Grabaciones.”
His father passed
away on March 9, 2010.
After the death, Rabbit
thought he would never
play again. A couple
years passed when
he suddenly became
inspired to perform once
again. It was the sounds
of young kid performing
and imitating to an almost “perfection” his dad’s music. In 2012,
although, with mixed emotions and unsure of how the fans and the
public would react to this new group, Rabbit took his faith, coupled
in with his father’s memory and formed his new band, Ruben Vela,
Jr., y Los Muchachos.
Today, he is grateful to his family, his band members, his conjunto
fans, and above all, God. Everything is going great! Ruben Vela, Jr., y
Los Muchachos continue the legacy of one of the greatest contributors
to conjunto music. His band members are: Ardie Tijerina, Jaime Solis,
Chris Ramirez, and Alex Delgado. They have recorded two CDs and
are working on the third CD with new and old songs but keeping
his father’s style. The original Ruben Vela, Sr. accordion is
part of the group today.
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